By CHARLIE DENISON
Staff Writer

Last month, the American
Correctional Association reac-
credited Lewistown’s NEXUS
Methamphetamine Treatment
Center.

Scoring high in every catego-
ry and abiding by all 117 required
standards, NEXUS passed with
flying colors, receiving glowing
reports about the staff and the
family members being treated.

“Nearly all of the staff
encountered by the audit team
merited our praise,” the audit
report reads. “Rarely does an
audit team have the privilege of
auditing a facility that is well
structured and complete with
such great staff. Each person
and staff the audit team encoun-
tered was open, honest and
competent.”

NEXUS Administrator Rick
Barman said he is very pleased
with the auditors report and the
impression made by the staff.

“This is huge,” Barman said.
“I really appreciate the hard
work the staff puts in and their
level of professionalism. I was
glad to see them get recognized
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The auditors came to Lewis-
town Nov. 10 and 11 of last year.
Areas of NEXUS they looked at
included security, environmen-
tal conditions, sanitation, fire
safety, food service, medical
care, recreation, religious pro-
gramming, offender work pro-
gram, academic and vocational
education, social services, visi-
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On Feb. 8, mmana and
NEXUS Security Coordinator
Darren Fisher attended the ACA
Winter Conference in Long
Beach, California, where they
received the report from audi-
Sunm and were officially reaccred-
ited.

“A lot of work goes into the
accreditation process,” Barman
said. “We are up for reaccredita-
tion every three years, and it can
be a challenge to put all the
paperwork together that is
needed, but we were able to get
everything the auditors needed
ready for them and get all of
their questions answered to
their satisfaction. The auditors
were -very thorough in their
investigation. They wanted to
make sure we were doing what
we were supposed to be doing.”
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Barman said he couldn’t be
happier with the results. Not
only was the staff praised; the
NEXUS family members being
treated were also compliment-u
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~ “The team was impressed
with the positive attitudes dis-
played by the offenders, which
are in direct correlation to the
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quality of the treatment pro-
gram and facility operations,”
the audit reads.

This is the third time NEXUS
has been reaccredited. The treat-
ment center opened in 2008.
The treatment center employs
44 people when fully staffed and

can hold up to 86 family mem- :

bers.
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S part of their
treatment, the
family members at
/ “..the Nexus Program
learn to give back to others.
This fall staff members,
Michelle Stanton and Karlyle
Conner oversaw a group of
family members that sold
challenge bracelets as a fund
raiser. Those funds were
used to purchase coats and
mittens for several of the
families at Central Montana
Head -Start. The children
were excited to receive their
new winter gear and have
been putting these warm
clothes to good use on a
daily basis. Central Montana
Head Start appreciates the
family members of Nexus for
their service to the
community.

Head Start student
Bobbi enjoys a day of
snow play in a new coat
provided by Nexus

family members.
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